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Universities of Wisconsin President Jay Rothman issues 
statement on 2025-27 budget agreement 
 

MADISON, Wis.—Universities of Wisconsin President Jay Rothman issued this statement today regarding the 
budget agreement approved by the Joint Finance Committee: 

“The Universities of Wisconsin, in every part of our state and home to over 164,000 students, are among 
Wisconsin’s most valuable assets.  Governor Evers has been a champion for the UWs, and the legislature 
recognizes the critical role the UWs play in building a brighter future for all Wisconsinites. We are grateful 
for their support. 

“Today’s budget agreement marks the largest overall increase in investment in the UWs in over two 
decades. For generations, Wisconsinites have invested in the UWs to provide affordable and accessible 
higher education. They should take great pride in what Wisconsin has built. With these new investments, the 
UWs can do more to provide the educational opportunities students deserve and parents expect.” 

 

### 

The Universities of Wisconsin serve approximately 164,400 students. Awarding nearly 36,000 degrees annually, 
these 13 public universities are Wisconsin’s talent pipeline, putting graduates in position to increase their earning 
power, contribute to their communities, and make Wisconsin a better place to live. Nearly 90 percent of in-state 
Universities of Wisconsin graduates stay in the state five years after earning a degree. The universities provide a 
23:1 return on state investment. The Universities of Wisconsin also contribute to the richness of Wisconsin’s culture 
and economy with groundbreaking research, new companies and patents, and boundless creative intellectual 
energy. Learn more at wisconsin.edu. 
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