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Tigerton Man Sentenced for Shotgun Assault on a Postal Carrier

Richard G. Frohling, Acting United States Attorney for the Eastern District of
Wisconsin, announced that on April 30, 2025, Benjamin L. Joos (age 44) of Tigerton,
Wisconsin, was sentenced to 18 months in federal prison for firing a shotgun at a U.S.
Postal Carrier while she was on duty, injuring her and damaging her vehicle.

According to court records, the victim was delivering mail at approximately 3:00
p-m. on September 24, 2024, when she heard her passenger side window shatter and felt
pain in her arms. She observed Joos holding a shotgun which was pointed at her. Joos
was yelling “get away from my box” and “leave my mail alone.” The victim quickly left
the area and notified law enforcement. By his own admission, Joos had consumed “4 to
5 whisky and cokes” prior to the incident. Hours later his blood alcohol level was
determined to be 0.178 g/100ml, more than twice the legal limit for a presumption of
intoxication.

At the sentencing hearing, Senior U.S. District Court Judge William C. Griesbach
noted Joos’s lack of criminal record, strong community engagement, and a positive work
history. However, Judge Griesbach determined that the serious nature of the offense and
the profound effect his actions had on the victim required a prison term. Following his
18-month prison sentence, Joos will serve 3 years on supervised release. He was also
ordered to pay over $10,000 in restitution to the victim.

This case was investigated by the Shawano County Sheriff’s Office and the U.S.
Postal Inspection Service. It was prosecuted by Assistant United States Attorney Daniel
R. Humble.
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