
1105 N Waverly Place,  Milwaukee, WI 53202 
(414) 751-0755 

www.commongroundwi.org 

February 25, 2025 
 
Mayor Cavalier Johnson 
City of Milwaukee 
City Hall, 200 E. Wells Street, Room 201, Milwaukee, WI 53202 
 
Dear Mayor Johnson, 
 
As HACM residents and Common Ground, we are disappointed that you continue to ignore public 
housing residents and did not consider any of the highly-qualified candidates we recommended to you for 
the remaining resident seat on the HACM Board. Resident leaders across properties collectively suggested 
four candidates whom we would like to represent us. You did not respond to us or contact those 
candidates.  
 
We want residents living in public housing (Section 9) to be represented on the HACM Board. Section 9 
housing in Milwaukee is in aging highrises that are long overdue for renovation. The residents in these 
buildings are predominantly low-income seniors and people with disabilities living on government 
support. These residents live in highly-communal environments which present unique opportunities and 
challenges.  
 
Thousands of HACM residents are seniors in low-income towers. It is fair, right, and advantageous for the 
second resident commissioner to be from public housing. HACM will be better positioned to listen, 
identify issues, balance diverse perspectives, and rebuild trust. 
 
More fundamentally, we are disheartened that you remain unwilling to listen to us. Why not consider our 
recommendations? Being low-income does not make us un-important. Stop treating us as though we do 
not exist or matter.  
 
We commend the new HACM leadership for listening to residents. And we wonder why you will not 
listen to us, as well. Don’t we all want great public housing? You have ignored us for years, repeatedly 
siding with Willie Hines and the indefensible status quo. 

● You defended Mr. Hines multiple times in 2023 and 2024, even telling the Journal-Sentinel that 
he speaks for your administration after HUD’s damning audits became public in 2023. 

● You told TMJ4 in December 2023 that conditions were “improving” and that HACM was just 
experiencing a natural “ebb and flow.” 

● In June 2024, you declined to meet with College Court tenants and tour their property.  

● After bad press in the Washington Post May 2024, you performatively and briefly visited three 
buildings, then told the Common Council you did so “without fanfare and posturing.”  

● In August 2024, after College Court tenants announced a class-action lawsuit over a bed bug 
infestation, you suggested our concerns over living conditions were “overblown.” 
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https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/investigations/2023/09/14/milwaukee-housing-authority-hacm-at-risk-of-serious-fraud-hud-report-willie-hines/70836784007/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/investigations/2023/09/14/milwaukee-housing-authority-hacm-at-risk-of-serious-fraud-hud-report-willie-hines/70836784007/
https://www.tmj4.com/news/local-news/exclusive-mayor-johnson-says-he-stands-behind-the-housing-authority-and-changes-are-underway
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/interactive/2024/milwaukee-public-housing-black-voters-biden/


● In December 2024, once Mr. Hines stepped down, you declined to meet and reconcile with us. 
 
Low-income seniors in public housing deserve to have a real seat at the table. We deserve to choose who 
represents us. For you, this might be about politics and power. For us, it is about our homes and 
wellbeing. Please listen to us.  
 
We ask that you hold your other nominee until a more democratic process is established so that residents 
may decide who we want to represent us on the Board. 
 
We remain willing to meet with you. We will see you at your State of the City address. 
 
Signed, 
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Signing Digitally: 
 

Sue Giaimo 
Jeffrey Beeman 
Marsha Hollie 
Henrietta Nelson 
Andre Began 

Raven Gaddis 
Alwiller Washington 
Debbie Jones 
Kimberly Garner 
Felicia Shoates 
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Diane Lee 
Dorothy Chalmers 
Berta Bankhead 
Waymetta Wilkerson 
Josephine Shillcutt 
Harriet Estes Eiland 
Helen Harris 
Cynthia Mitchell 
Gabriela Galarza 
Horstine Bailey 
Teddi Minor 
Mike King 
Darlene Arnold 
Kevin Solomon 
Torean Adams 
Henry Goodlow 
Crissy Cooper 
William Harrell 
Lakeisha Bowers 
Sandra Eagle 
Gidget Aranda 

David Merrwether 
Raman Tate 
Shavonne Pope 
Marion Moore 
Sandrine Winters 
Darren Hale 
Kylie B. 
Karen Swift 
Anita Collins 
Fred Stoltz 
Rickey Wright 
Mary Hall 
Ruthie Adams 
Abraham McKinney 
Shariz Sabbah 
Lakeeda Keeler 
R. Muñoz 
Monique McNeal 
Scott Schuetz 
OD Wood 
Brenda Payne 

15 



Darlene L. 
Barbara Jones 
Geneva Gray 
Stacy Ream 
Frank Parrish 
Joe Morgan 
Jóse Velazquez 
Mary Utschig 
Savannah Heart-Scott 
Kesha Tate 
Nicole Binns 
Daiveon C. 
Nicole Smith 
Michelle DePruest 
Darryl Ferguson 
Earniece Jamison 
Cynthia Spencer 
Willie Williams 
Mickey Cartagen 
Carmen Morocho 
Shayla Milligan 

Margaret Kendrigan 
Gary Estraytorn 
Linda Gilmer 
Roshonda Matthews 
Sylvia Neal 
John Stephens 
Elnora Johnson 
Alton Garrett 
Tinameri Turner 
Floripe Loubriel 
Everett Daniels 
Clifton Glover 
Catherine King 
Theresa King 
Ron Monroe 
Kurt Hyneman 
Eleanor Harris 
Luz Velazquez 
Isaac Wilson 
Kasie Beasch 
Katrina Parsons 
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Juan Ortiz 
Capri Wilder 
Denise Neylon 
Jasmine Phillips 
Randall Robertson 
Toni Wagner 
Tiffany Harvis 
Eddie Jones 
Dale Meisner 
Doris McShane 
Tommy Dmanuel 
José R. 
Lucy McBeath 
Jennifer O’Hear 
Gregory Allen 
Anjum Alden 
Milton Harris 
Effie Bay 
Stuart James 
Joyce Fleming 
Reese 
Sedona Jones 

Catrina Williams 
Steve Junior 
Ronnie Ringold 
Erma Bowie 
C. Maney 
Brian Watson 
Nancy Delatorre 
Gregory Moore 
Anthony Childs 
Sarah Anderson 
Vanessa Dodd 
Frederick Grace 
Molly Jones 
Gill Bailey 
O. Parish 
Leroy Miller 
Sonda Miller 
Rhonda Reid 
Robin Townsend 
Gregory Davis 
Kean Gibson 
John Birt 
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Anita Johnson 
Darrell Ardd 
Andrew Chittick 
Frisco Richardson 
Shawn Hampton 
Cornelius Sawyer 
Patti B. 
Laura Davis 
Marcus Smith 
Rev. Ray Wilder 
Ollie Lewis 
Kelly Gibson 
Amanda Trepanier 
Robert Hacker 
Michelle Aldrige 
Mary Ann Fisher 
Derek Abdullah 
Lavette Bell 
M. Milton 
Ana Rosa 
Deon Cotton 
George Brown 

Luis Rosado 
Earlene W. 
Rodney Johnson 
Willie D. 
Jackie Harmon 
Rebecca Davis 
Earnestine Hurns 
Lenore Meeks 
Carmen Cruz 
Tianne L. 
Leroy Wilson 
Janice Staral 
Tina Neal 
Janet Dietert 
Seyenoh Bzayh 
Zelda Jones 
Yolanda Anderson 
Cynthia Gordon 
Carmella Holloway 
Teri King 
Gary Strayhorn 
Jenny Choi 
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Joseph Pinto 
Candice Kleba 
Jeffrey Walker 
Jimmy Outlaw 
Mary Williams 
William Boyd 
Katie Hunter 

A. Alvarez 
Jacqueline Exum 
Esidro Perez 
Shirley Johnson 
Harlana Biami 
Rhonda Baker 
J. Fort 

Debra McQueen 
Larry Miller 
Lisa Ware 
Barb Valley 
Michael Hallett 
Jocelyn Wilder 
Cynthia Chittick 
Tyreilla Jackson 
Joyce Collins 
John Marshall 
Lela Smith 

Nancy Cross Dunham 
Harold Glover 
Carolin Mullins 
Josephine Stuart Ramos 
Ana Cordero 
Gerald Heard 
Patricia Ford 
D. Miller 
Michelle Johnson 
 

 

 
 

CC: 
Milwaukee Common Council Members  County & State Elected Officials 
Federal Elected Officials    H.U.D. Officials 
Other Allies & Stakeholders   News Media 
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