
Open Letter to the Member of the Milwaukee Common Council 

 

January 14, 2022 

 

To the Members of the Common Council: 

You are no doubt familiar with the efforts we, a coalition of concerned Milwaukee Latinos and 
allies, have made thus far to forestall the implementation of new and problematic 
configurations of Milwaukee’s aldermanic districts, specifically those that house the majority 
of our city’s Latino population. We have acted in good faith, attempting to put forth 
reasonable alternatives that create minimal impact on historic aldermanic boundaries while 
recognizing and accommodating the demographic shifts that demand more equitable 
representation of Latino residents and voters. 

Rather than our efforts being embraced by the City of Milwaukee as a means forward to a 
more just resolution of these issues, the Office of the City Attorney has applied what we feel 
to be a deeply flawed opinion regarding the constitutionality of the proposed alternative 
redistricting maps that have been submitted for consideration.  Based on the assessments of 
expert counsel that we have secured, the City Attorney’s office is steering this Council  in a 
direction that is not only ungrounded, it is exposing the city to a position that could trigger 
action up to and including litigation.  And it must be noted that while our proposals thus far 
have attempted to moderate considerations for all parties concerned, should the City choose 
to proceed with such a polarizing and lopsided decision we will be left with no recourse but 
to follow suit with a plan that, while fully within our rights in light the contiguous growth of 
the Latino Population and the Voting Rights Act, will by necessity be far less conciliatory. 

We trust that common sense and fairness will prevail and call upon you to once more come 
to the table in a posture more conducive to arriving at a redistricting solution that truly 
respects the rights of our Latino population while recognizing our cooperative presence in 
the legacy communities we share.  It is our opinion that a step in this direction would include 
the Common Council immediately retaining disinterested, nationally-recognized, outside 
counsel better equipped to interpret the Voting Rights Act and the applicable state and 
municipal laws that govern this issue to advise this Council from a position of informed 
expertise in this matter.   



Achieving equal representation and being able to cast equal and effective votes depends on 
redistricting maps that are drawn fairly to reflect and respect our communities. The maps that 
we pass today will determine the allocation of political influence and representation in our 
city for at least the next ten years. The redistricting process, at its heart, is all about ensuring 
that everyday citizens, especially those most vulnerable to disenfranchisement or 
underrepresentation, are guaranteed an equitable voice. That is why we, the undersigned, 
are gravely concerned about the most recent turn of events and strongly urge you to take 
swift action towards fostering greater transparency and securing the expertise necessary for a 
just and lawful outcome. We believe that the requests outlined in this letter are necessary to 
achieve that objective.   

Sincerely, 

Jaime Alvarado 
Araceli Arevalo 
Andrea Barrutia 
Jacqueline Black 
Jose Aviles 
Aviles Plastics, LLC 
Dr. Tony Baez 
Dr. Michele Bria 
Rep. Marisabel Cabrera 
Chivas Bar 
Coco’s Landscaping 
Hector Colon 
Contable Tax Group, LLC 
James Croft 
Marina Croft, Esq 
Dance Academy of Mexico, LLC 
Ricardo Diaz 
Melissa Escobar 
Valdemar Escobar 
Xela Garcia 
Fiesta Garibaldi Restaurants 
Blanca Gonzales 
Eileen Figueroa 
Dr. Enrique Figueroa 

Luscely Flores 
Forward Latino 
Galerias Music 
Giros Nuevo Leon 
Caroline Gomez-Tom 
Tony Guajardo, PhD 
Latino Chamber of Commerce of 
SE Wisconsin 
Laura Gutierrez 
Nancy Hernandez 
Hispanic Collaborative 
Hmong American Women’s 
Association 
Journey House 
Pastor Greg Lewis 
Vanessa Llanas 
Margarita Express 
Julio Maldonado 
Samantha Maldonado 
Gene Manzanet 
Craig Mastantuono 
Francesca Mayca Wegner 
Citlali Mendieta-Ramos 
Santiago Mercado 

Teresa Mercado 
Gregorio Montoto 
Mexican Fiesta  
Darryl Morin 
Christine Neuman-Ortiz 
Jose Olivieri 
Rep. Sylvia Ortiz-Velez 
Carla Perez 
Miguel Perez 
Maria Rodriguez 
Rosendo Simental 
Nelson Soler 
Souls to the Polls 
Taco Barrio 
Sen. Lena C. Taylor 
George Torres 
Paul Vang 
Voces de la Frontera 
Wisconsin Democracy Campaign 
Wisconsin Hispanic Lawyers 
Association 
Wisconsin Hispanic Scholarship 
Foundation 
Maurico Zermeno 

  


