












�e Wisconsin Taxpayers Alliance, founded in 1932, is the state’s oldest and most respected private government-research organization.  �rough its publications, civic lectures, and school talks, 
WISTAX aims to improve Wisconsin government through citizen education.  Nonpro�t, nonpartisan, and independently funded, WISTAX is not a�liated with any group—national, state, or 
local—and receives no government support.  In accordance with IRS regulations, WISTAX �nancial statements are available on request.  
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WISTAX NOTES

�„   Lack of Civic Knowledge.  �2�Q�O�\�����������R�I���U�H�V�S�R�Q-
�G�H�Q�W�V���W�R���D���U�H�F�H�Q�W���V�X�U�Y�H�\���E�\���W�K�H���$�Q�Q�H�Q�E�H�U�J���3�X�E�O�L�F���3�R�O�L�F�\��
Center could name the three branches of government—ex-
�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H�����O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�Y�H�����D�Q�G���M�X�G�L�F�L�D�O�������2�Q�H���W�K�L�U�G���F�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���Q�D�P�H��
any branches.  A similar survey in 2011 found 38% could 
cite all three, while 33% did not know any.

The survey also found that half of respondents knew 
�V�S�H�H�F�K���Z�D�V���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���D�P�H�Q�G�P�H�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H���8���6����
Constitution.  However, few could name other protections, 
such as religion (15%), press (14%), assembly (10%), and 
petitioning the government (3%).

�„   Property Taxes Up 1.6%.  Total property taxes 
levied by state and local governments in December 2016 
and payable in 2017 rose 1.6% to $10.79 billion.  The 
increase was less than the 2.3% rise in 2015/16.  The 
property tax is the largest single tax imposed by state or 
local governments in Wisconsin.

After accounting for three state property tax credits 
���V�F�K�R�R�O���O�H�Y�\�����¿�U�V�W���G�R�O�O�D�U�����D�Q�G���O�R�W�W�H�U�\�������Q�H�W���O�H�Y�L�H�V���F�O�L�P�E�H�G��
1.5%, the same as in the prior year.  

Among local governments, technical college levies 
increased the most (4.2%), although they account for just 
4% of all property taxes.  Municipal levies, which are 
on average one-quarter of the tax bill, rose 3.1%.  K-12 
schools levy 45% of all property taxes, and their levies 
were up marginally (0.1%).

 � Values of existing homes still below 2008 in many parts 
of state (#11-17)

In FOCUS . . . recently in our biweekly newsletter

MunicipalFacts17 Now Available

MunicipalFacts is Wisconsin’s most comprehen-
�V�L�Y�H���V�R�X�U�F�H���R�I���¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���D�Q�G���G�H�P�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q��
on Wisconsin’s major cities and villages.  It includes 
facts on municipal spending, property taxes, debt, 
�V�K�D�U�H�G���U�H�Y�H�Q�X�H�V�����L�Q�F�R�P�H�����D�Q�G���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�������)�L�Y�H���\�H�D�U�V��
of data allow tracking of trends, and easy-to-under-
stand charts and tables permit simple comparisons.  

MunicipalFacts17 has information on 245 cities 
and villages in Wisconsin with populations ranging 
�I�U�R�P���������������W�R�����������������������:�,�6�7�$�;���D�O�V�R���R�I�I�H�U�V���F�X�V�W�R�P-
�L�]�H�G���U�H�S�R�U�W�V���I�R�U��MunicipalFacts purchasers.  These 
reports highlight any 10 municipalities from the 
�V�W�X�G�\�������2�U�G�H�U���\�R�X�U��MunicipalFacts17 today for $19.95 
�D�Q�G���\�R�X�U���F�X�V�W�R�P�L�]�H�G���U�H�S�R�U�W���I�R�U�������������������E�R�W�K���S�O�X�V���W�D�[��������

���7�R���¿�Q�G���R�X�W���L�I���\�R�X�U���P�X�Q�L�F�L�S�D�O�L�W�\���L�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G�����R�U���I�R�U��
more details, visit www.wistax.org, email wistax@
wistax.org, or call 608.241.9789.  �†
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Research prepared and published in WISTAX’s local government �nance guides, MunicipalFacts and SchoolFacts, is underwritten by an 
endowment established by Jere D. McGaffey, a 30-year member and past chair of the Wisconsin Taxpayers Alliance Board of Directors.

Printing underwritten by Ehlers, �nancial advisors to municipalities .  ©2017  This book may not be reproduced without permission.
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