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1. In 2012, Wisconsin Rapids had the worst reproductive toxin pollution 
in a single watershed in the entire country. 1 

2. Over a million gallons of manure spilled into Wisconsin’s waterways in 
2013. 2 

3. In 2014, Door County was home to a 640,000-gallon manure spill into 
Sugar Creek, a small local waterway.3 

4. Swimming in many of WI beaches exposes you to E. Coli. In 2015, 15% 
of water samples from WI’s beaches exceeded daily bacterial 
maximums. 4 

5. Green Bay suffers from toxic algal blooms and “dead zones” from 
phosphorous pollution.5 
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6. Statewide, nitrate levels exceed state and federal standards in 10% of 
the private wells sampled. In the Trempealeau County area, nitrate-
nitrogen exceeded the drinking water standard in all thirteen wells 
sampled. 6 

7. Many counties, including Dane County’s waters are threatened by tar 
sands pipeline spills. 7 

8. Wisconsin’s Department of Natural Resources has repeatedly failed to 
enforce the Clean Water Act, the foundational legislation that protects 
our lakes and rivers. 8  

9. Over half of Wisconsin’s stream miles are once again left vulnerable to 
pollution due to a federal court of appeal’s ruling to disband the EPA’s 
new Clean Water Rule.9,10, 11, 12, 

10. The same loopholes in the Clean Water Act leave the drinking water 
for nearly 1 in 14 Wisconsinites vulnerable to pollution. 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 
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