Dear Speaker Ryan,

We, the current and future healthcare providers in the state of Wisconsin and beyond, request that you do not hold a
vote aimed at repealing protections of Title X and federal funding of Planned Parenthood. Despite differences in our
political affiliations, religions, and walks of life, we are all united in ensuring that safe, effective, and affordable health
care is available to all people living in Wisconsin, as well as throughout the United States. We hope that you will
stand with us in our support of the health of Wisconsin women, mothers, and families.

We ask that you consider Planned Parenthood’s important role in providing affordable reproductive healthcare and
family planning services to women across the country and the adverse health outcomes associated with a loss of
funding for this crucial care. In Texas, the maternal mortality rate has more than doubled since 2013 after the state
legislature ended funding for Planned Parenthood. Contraception use dropped 35%, resulting in a 28% increase in
unintended pregnancy rates." Currently, Texas suffers from some of the highest rates of sexually transmitted
infections in the United States. According to a 2016 analysis in the New England Journal of Medicine, many of these
negative health outcomes are associated with the recent exclusion of Planned Parenthood affiliates from state
funding.?

We are concerned that our patients in Wisconsin will face similar consequences. A cut to federal funding for Planned
Parenthood could affect nearly 50,000 Wisconsin residents and would disproportionately impact patients with low
incomes and those who live in rural areas.® In Wisconsin, 83% of patients who visit Planned Parenthood health
centers are eligible for Medicaid or Badgercare.* In half of the counties where Planned Parenthood provides care,
patients receiving Medicaid have no other options for reproductive health care.’

Many of us are lifelong residents of Wisconsin and plan to remain in the state throughout our careers. We have
friends, colleagues, mothers, and neighbors who rely on Planned Parenthood for safe, affordable access to long
acting reversible contraception and regular Pap smears. We have seen and experienced firsthand how these
services help Wisconsin residents take control of their health and lead productive lives.

While we understand your sincere concerns about the ethical and emotional intricacies related to abortion, it is worth
noting that Planned Parenthood does not allocate federal funding to their abortion services. Instead, Planned
Parenthood uses federal funding to offer breast exams, Pap smears, cervical cancer screenings, STI treatment, and
contraception to an estimated three million women annually.

We believe you wish to act in the best interest of Wisconsin women and families. In keeping with this goal, we urge
you to fight efforts to defund Planned Parenthood. As healthcare students and providers, we are all working toward a
future that includes affordable, accessible healthcare for our patients. We believe that our communities are healthier
and stronger when we work together to promote equality and support vulnerable populations. We hope we can work
towards preserving funding for Planned Parenthood together.

Thank you for your time and dedicated service to Wisconsinites.

Sincerely,

i Amanda J. Stevenson et al., Effect of Removal of Planned Parenthood from the Texas Women’s Health Program, 374 New England J. of Med. 853-60, (2016).
Id.

3 Jourdan Vian, Poor people real victims of Planned Parenthood defunding effort, La Crosse Tribune, January 7, 2017,
http://lacrossetribune.com/news/local/jourdan-vian-poor-people-real-victims-of-planned-parenthood-defunding/article_157ddaae-5677-5d5a-ae44-05cd2fclcdb6.html (last visited Jan 7,
2017); Jessie Opoien, Congressional effort to defund Planned Parenthood could affect 50,000 patients in Wisconsin, The Cap Times, January 7, 2017,
http://host.madison.com/ct/news/local/govt-and-politics/election-
matters/congressional-effort-to-defund-planned-parenthood-could-affect-patients-in/article_e8f1d44e-b289-527e-9834-d6adfd2cefOc.html (last visited Jan 7, 2017).

4 Opoien, supra note 3.
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